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New Blue Iguana Exhibit at WCS’s Bronx Zoo Features Species Once On the Brink of Extinction
Blue Iguanas make debut and help tell the story of a
successful conservation effort
 
Species now on exhibit in Reptile House at Bronx Zoo
 

PHOTOS (credit: Julie Larsen Maher © WCS)
http://bit.ly/2ghEXIu
 
YouTube B-Roll VIDEO (credit © WCS)
https://youtu.be/ORhGANLZzH4
 
HD (1080p) B-Roll VIDEO (credit © WCS)

  http://bit.ly/2hpxciS
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NEW YORK – Dec. 13, 2016 – A new exhibit in the Reptile House
at WCS’s (Wildlife Conservation Society) Bronx Zoo features the
Grand Cayman iguana (Cyclura lewisi), also known as the blue
iguana.
 
The exhibit is now open to the public and highlights an
amazing conservation success story.   Once numbering fewer
than 20 animals, the species has been brought back from the
brink of extinction.
 
WCS’s Zoological Health Program, based at the Bronx Zoo, has
been working with partners in the Cayman Islands for more
than 15 years offering veterinary support for efforts that
include captive breeding, incubating and hatching of both wild
and captive laid eggs, and head-starting hatchlings at a
breeding facility to allow them to grow large enough to better
avoid predators before being returned to the wild. Veterinarians from the Bronx Zoo conduct pre-release health evaluations, annual
health assessments of blue iguanas at the breeding facility, and examinations of iguanas in the wild.
 
“Although many people have never heard of a blue iguana, the animals at the Bronx Zoo will help us tell the story of their species – a
wonderful story of conservation success,” said Dr. Paul Calle, WCS Vice President for Health Programs, Chief Veterinarian & Director,
Zoological Health Program. “Blue iguanas were functionally extinct just a few years ago and would not exist on this planet today if it
were not for the collaboration and intervention of these groups.” 
 
The recovery effort, shepherded by the National Trust for the Cayman Islands Blue Iguana Recovery Programme, the Cayman Islands
Department of the Environment, and the IUCN Iguana Specialist Group, has released nearly 1,000 iguanas since its inception. Through
ongoing monitoring of the wild population, scientists have determined that survival rates and breeding success in the wild has been
positive and numbers are increasing.
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Blue iguanas are found only on the island of Grand Cayman. The species designation was recently changed from Critically Endangered to
Endangered by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) – a significant move that recognizes recovering populations
on the island and the success of conservation work.
 
Said Paul Watler, Environmental Programmes Manager, National Trust for the Cayman Islands: “There is still work to be done, but the
downlisting of blue iguanas from Critically Endangered was a major victory, and one that was facilitated by the work and partnership of
Dr. Paul Calle and his dedicated teams.  The National Trust is grateful to them, and to the Wildlife Conservation Society, for their
continuing support.”
 
Said Jim Breheny, WCS Executive Vice President and Bronx Zoo Director: “The blue iguana is a success story.  If not for the intervention of
veterinarians from the Bronx Zoo and other conservation professionals, the species would surely have been lost forever.  WCS is proud to
be a partner in helping to save this species.”
 
The two young iguanas at the Bronx Zoo were bred at other zoos that participate in the blue iguana Species Survival Plan (SSP), a
cooperative breeding program designed to enhance the genetic viability of animal populations in zoos and aquariums accredited by the
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA). The Bronx Zoo hopes to eventually breed the pair to contribute to the health of the species in
zoos.
 
Named for the beautiful blue hue of their skin, blue iguanas can grow to nearly five feet long and weigh 30 pounds as adults. They are
the largest native land animal in the Cayman Islands. The main threats to wild populations are feral dogs and cats as well as human
activities.
 
For more information about the blue iguanas and the conservation efforts underway, read the Dr.  Calle’s blog on WCS’s WildView photo
blog: http://blog.wcs.org/photo/.
 
The Bronx Zoo is open year around, closed only on Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s Day, and Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Tickets can
be purchased online at www.bronxZoo.com. The Blue iguanas are located in the Reptile House which is included in the General
Admission ticket.
 

The Wildlife Conservation Society’s Bronx Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays, 5:30 p.m. weekends from
April to October; 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m November to March. Adult general admission is $19.95, children (3-12 years old) $12.95,
children under 3 are free, seniors (65+) are $17.95. Parking is $16 for cars and $20 for buses. The Bronx Zoo is conveniently located
off the Bronx River Parkway at Exit 6; by train via the #2 or #5 or by bus via the #9, #12, #19, #22, MetroNorth, or BxM11 Express
Bus service (from Manhattan that stops just outside the gate.) To plan your trip, visit bronxzoo.com or call 718-367-1010.
 
WCS (Wildlife Conservation Society) MISSION: WCS saves wildlife and wild places worldwide through science, conservation
action, education, and inspiring people to value nature. To achieve our mission, WCS, based at the Bronx Zoo, harnesses the power
of its Global Conservation Program in nearly 60 nations and in all the world’s oceans and its five wildlife parks in New York City,
visited by 4 million people annually. WCS combines its expertise in the field, zoos, and aquarium to achieve its conservation mission.
Visit: newsroom.wcs.org Follow: @WCSNewsroom. For more information: 347-840-1242.
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