
Chip to identify iguanas

 www.fijitimes.com /story.aspx

Shayal Devi

Monday, June 22, 2015

FOLLOWING the discovery of five crested iguanas endemic to Malolo in the Mamanuca Group in 2011, a research

team from the US is excited after discovering six wild iguanas on the island last Friday.

The discovery was made by San Diego Zoo's curator of herpetology and ichthyology, Kim Lovich and research

biologist from the US Department of the Interior US Geological Survey Robert Fisher.

Mr Fisher attributed the discovery made after four years to the conservation efforts set in place by the Ahura Resorts

Group, whose general manager Steve Anstey was delighted with the outcome.

Two of the wild iguanas were tagged and released by the research team, while the five crested iguanas kept at

Likuliku Lagoon Resort were also tagged.

According to Ms Lovich, the tagging would assist the research team when they returned to the island.

"When we come back, we can see if the iguana is still here and we will be able to weigh them and see how much

they have grown," she said.

"Also if something happens and if they are taken or someone tries to kidnap them or put them through wildlife

trafficking, we'll know.

"All the data is associated with the number in the tag," she said.

The new microchips will also assist identify the different iguanas that are currently being looked after in captivity.

Ms Lovich said as the iguanas grew, it often became hard to distinguish them.

For the two iguanas that have been released into the wild, the tags will help the research team track their

movements.

"We could come back in 15 years and still find the animal.

"We'll know more about how these animals are, how their food resources are and it's important that when storms

come, we are able to find the animals if they are injured."
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