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LOCATED just west of Nadi and south of the Yasawas, the Mamanuca Group is one of the most pristine

archipelagos in the Fiji group.

And it is these scenic isles that are home to some of Fiji's finest resorts. But apart from the blooming tourism sector,

conservation and sustainable tourist practices are at the core of many of the resorts' operations.

And among these properties is Likuliku Lagoon Resort, which has taken a stance to bolster sustainable tourism in

the country.

Environment policy and sustainable tourism

Since starting operations in 2007, the Likuliku Lagoon Resort has developed an environment policy that helps

safeguard the sensitive marine and land ecosystem.

Steve Anstey general manager of Ahura Resorts Group, which owns the Likuliku Lagoon Resort, has played a vital

role in this regard. "We live and operate in a pristine but fragile ecosystem that traverses both sea and land," he

said.

"As a resort company operating in such a pristine sensitive environment, we support wholly the concept of

sustainable tourism and believe that any development in such areas carries not only a legal but also a moral

responsibility to ensure that the environment is not degraded through irresponsible activities and practices.

"A major part of our original environmental initiative was getting acknowledgement from the late paramount chief of

the Mamanuca Islands, Na Tui Lawa, who declared the waters and reefs in front of Likuliku lagoon a marine reserve

or Tabu."

This initiative in partnership with the landowners will improve fish stocks and allow the natural regeneration of reef

and marine life.

Partnership with MES

The resort's partnership with the Mamanuca Environment Society has grown considerably over the years.

Mr Anstey, who is also an executive of MES, says they are active members of MES.

"MES provides ongoing training and education to resort staff, guests and the village people in the preservation and

caring for the environment."

MES is involved in an array of projects including turtle conservation, coral transplanting, crown of thorns eradication

and water quality testing and monitoring.

"They provide member resorts with valuable guidance over environmental related issues they may be

experiencing."

Iguana sanctuary

News that a species of iguana believed to be extinct was found on Malolo, has environmentalists buzzing.
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Mr Anstey and his team discovered the first iguana in 2011 after it fell out of a tree following a storm.

"It was badly injured so we managed to get it down to the Kula Eco Park," he said.

"The iguana did not survive and died shortly after arrival at the park. Fortunately, Ramesh Chand from Kula Park

took some blood samples which were sent to Taronga Zoo in Australia."

Six weeks later, Mr Anstey received a call to say the blood analysis showed this was an important discovery.

"Everyone thought the iguanas on Malolo had disappeared and three months later, we were fortunate to find a

second iguana at Malolo Resort and a few months later we found another one here at Likuliku. We now have a total

of five iguanas in captivity and they have all been named after the islands of the Mamanucas."

Since the discovery, the resort has been working closely with Robert Fisher from the US Geological Survey and Kim

Lovich from the San Diego Zoo, who have been testing the DNA, tagging and monitoring the iguanas for research

purposes.

They have also been undertaking night surveys to check for other iguanas and are helping the resort set up a

breeding and "tag and release" program.

"There are three types of iguanas in Fiji. Brachylophus bulabula, which is the banded iguana, brachylophus

fasciatus, which is the Lau banded and the ones we have here are the brachylophus vitiensis or the green crested

iguana which are on the endangered critical list (ICUN)2006).

"The interesting fact about the Fijian Crested Iguana is that they are island genetic specific. At first glance they may

look similar but genetically they are different and on closer examination they also reveal some physical differences

as well.

"The discovery of the iguanas on Malolo Island and understanding them and their circumstances has led to

replanting program of the dry forest flora on which the iguanas survive. Sadly over the years, it has been radically

depleted."
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