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Shedd’s iguana research team holds an iguana. The iguanas are always captured harmlessly and the experience is hard to
forget (Shedd Aquarium/Chuck Knapp).

Last week, you learned about how Shedd Aquarium’s long-term citizen science research

program is helping to save endangered iguanas in the Bahamas. This week, we’ll explore

another facet of our 2013 trip: an effort to understand whether the Andros iguana can swim, and

what their behavior would mean for conservation.

You may be familiar with marine iguanas on Galapagos that can scull through the water

searching for food. Or perhaps you’ve seen green iguanas drop from trees into rivers to swim

away from disturbances. Can all 44 species of iguanas swim? Why does it matter to us? Does

this knowledge impact how we manage endangered species?

On the move

On Andros, this question has particular importance as we work to develop management plans for

a recently expanded national park that protects critical iguana habitat. Andros is actually a mini-

archipelago of three main islands separated by “bights” or waterways. In addition to the main

islands, hundreds of islets and small cays (pronounced “keys”) dot the landscape, connected by

mangrove estuaries and tidal swamplands.

This network of small islands raises

questions about how to approach

population management for the

species. Do the myriad waterways

restrict iguana movements and thus

isolate populations? If the Andros

iguana can swim, how far can it

travel? Some islands are separated

by only a few feet of water, but other

waterways on Andros are over two

miles wide. How successful are

iguanas in making their crossings?

On a few occasions, I have observed

iguanas swimming while predatory

fish snap at their tails. If we can better

understand the ability of these endangered animals to swim successfully between islands, that

knowledge could help us determine whether to manage the Andros iguana as a single large

population or many smaller populations.

On our most recent research expedition aboard Shedd’s vessel, the Coral Reef II, a team of

Shedd biologists, citizen scientists, Bahamas National Trust representatives, and Giuliano

Colosimo, a Mississippi State University graduate student working with Dr. Mark Welch, took up

this question. This year, we explored a rarely visited region to search for iguanas on small cays

so we could better understand their distribution across Andros. We also wanted to collect DNA

samples throughout their range to better understand gene flow across the fragmented island

landscape. On Andros, gene flow depends on the ability of iguanas to swim across water

barriers. Isolated populations can potentially experience reduced genetic variability and

subsequent inbreeding complications. It’s also important to identify isolated iguana populations

with high levels of genetic variability, since these individuals may be good candidates for

potential relocation efforts.

Searching for specimens

New technology makes it easier to identify potential sites than in years past, and we were armed

with GPS coordinates and high hopes. Unfortunately, high hopes have a tendency to deflate

after spending hours on a small boat in bumpy, wet conditions, followed by hours of walking on

unforgiving terrain with little signs of iguanas.  Luckily, the excitement of the chase and the

camaraderie shared by team members made our adventure worthwhile and fun.

For three days we searched cays in the North and Middle Bights. Our efforts paid off as we

discovered four new populations and increased sample sizes from areas visited in the past. More

data helps us better understand the true genetic diversity from specific parts of Andros, and

learn whether there are genetic similarities or differences between populations at different sites.

The samples are so precious for our conservation efforts that you learn to get creative when

confronted with new challenges. After an iguana slipped away from us into a limestone hole, I

found that we could still collect a sample if I lay on my side with an arm down the hole to draw

blood from the ventral side of the tail. It worked: I was dusty but happy, and the iguana was none

the wiser.

By the end of the expedition, we collected 36 blood

samples. It may not sound like much, but they will be

combined with previous samples collected over the

years that can help inform management plans to save

this incredible lizard. It’s a lot of work for each iguana

but well worth it. If you are interested in participating in

the next research expedition, please contact us at

IguanaResearch@sheddaquarium.org. Don’t just take

my word for it—stay tuned for posts from our trip

assistant, who will share her perspective as a citizen

scientist on our program.

More »

Comments

Post a comment

Submit Comment »

I'm not a robot
reCAPTCHA

Privacy - Terms

About This Blog

Researchers, conservationists, and others around the

world share their stories, opinion, and news on

National Geographic Voices.

Explore the list of Mini-Blogs at the top of the page to

dive deeper into some of our most popular topics.

High Five! Give $5. Save Big
Cats.

Celebrate World Lion Day and help save big cats.

Share this image or your own high-five photo or video

on social media and tag five friends with #5forBigCats.

Then donate here or text "FIVE" to 50555 to give $5 to

National Geographic's Big Cats Initiative.

Blog Search

Search for: Search

Recent Posts

Support National Geographic

We've supported more than 11,000 grants to scientists

and others in the field.

Learn more about our work. >>

Our Latest Expedition

Pristine Seas: Seychelles Launches

The National Geographic Pristine Seas team is out

exploring the waters of the Seychelles, an archipelago

just north of Madagascar, to study and film the

incredible abundance and diversity of marine life there.

(Photo by Manu San Félix)

Follow the adventure >>

The Innovators Project

Giving a Voice to a Ravaged, Neglected Region

Shubhranshu Choudhary created a community news

service using cell phones as the media platform in the

area where he grew up. See more innovators >>

Tags

Africa animals Arctic Asia astronomy

Australia big cats BioBlitz biodiversity birds cats

China climate climate change

conservationDavid Braun

elephants endangered species

energy environment Europe

Explorers Journal explorers journal

featured fish food India Jordan Schaul mars NASA

National Geographic Nicholas Institute for

Environmental Policy Solutions North

America ocean oceans

Photography rivers science sharks

South Africa South America space warming

Water wild bird trust zoo news

Posting Rules

Opinions expressed in blogs are those of the blogger

and/or the blogger's organization, and not necessarily

those of the National Geographic Society. Bloggers

and commenters are required to observe National

Geographic's community rules.

NewsWatch Blog

National Geographic Society has discontinued

publication of the National Geographic News Watch

Blog. Readers who wish to follow the following

bloggers may do so on their personal websites, found

by clicking on their names below:

Karl Ammann

Neal Lineback

Marcy Mendelson

Elissa Sursara

National Geographic Home » News » News Watch

HOME PHOTOGRAPHY ANIMALS ENVIRONMENT TRAVEL ADVENTURE NATGEOTV KIDS VIDEO SHOP

News The Magazine Maps Science & Space Education Games Green Living Events Blogs Movies Explorers Mobile Site Index

Subscriptions Buy Prints Stock Footage Stock Photos Our Trips Jobs Global Sites Sustainability About Contact

Donate Press Room Customer Service Advertise With Us Terms of Service Privacy Policy

© 19962013 National Geographic Society. All rights reserved.

Connect:   Search  

Can iguanas swim, and what would it mean for
conservation?
Posted by Shedd Aquarium of John G. Shedd Aquarium on June 19, 2013

101LikeLike

101LikeLike

Sanat Kumar Kar

Howrah, W Bengal, India

July 11, 2013, 12:33 pm

Big lizard…very cute
we have here similar animal …monitor…they dwell in water and also in holes by the side of
water pools and feeds on fishes and snakes

What a Group of 2,000 Biologists Talks

About May Surprise You

“We’re not [just] talking about ‘how to save a

rhino,’” says Dr. James Watson, President

of…

The Passing of an Elephant Don

It’s been four years now since I’ve seen

Greg, the don of the boys’ club and…

Final Clean Power Plan More Ambitious, Flexible

On Monday, President Obama announced the release of the

final Clean Power Plan (CPP), which sets…

Fishy Parents Rejoice: Grades Rise,

Few Fails on Caribbean’s Original Coral

Reef Report Card

A report card from iLCP Partner Healthy Reefs

for Healthy People, for the largest barrier

reef…

News Video Photography The Magazine Environment Travel Adventure Television Kids Subscribe Shop

Generated with www.html-to-pdf.net Page 1 / 4

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/natgeo
https://twitter.com/NatGeo
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/video/nat-geo-wild/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/video/kids/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/animals/
http://movies.nationalgeographic.com/movies/
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/
http://proof.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-of-the-day/
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/your-shot/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/wallpapers/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photogalleries/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/photos/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-tips/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photographers/
http://national-geographic.cafepress.com/art?utm_source=nationalgeographic.com&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=photographybuyprints
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/energy/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/freshwater/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/habitats/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/natural-disasters/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ocean/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/conservation/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/big-cats/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/top-10/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations-a-z/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/trip-ideas/
http://intelligenttravel.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/traveler-magazine/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/travel-photos/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/places/
http://www.nationalgeographicexpeditions.com/?utm_source=travel.nationalgeographic.com&utm_medium=Link&utm_content=TopNav_Our_Trips&utm_campaign=NGdotcom
http://www.nationalgeographiclodges.com/?utm_source=NGdotcom-Travel&utm_medium=TopNav&utm_content=20150106_TopNav_OurLodges&utm_campaign=NGdotcom
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com
http://adventure.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/
http://adventure.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/gear/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/ultimate-adventurers/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/trip-ideas/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/national-parks/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/adventure-photos/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/adventure/
http://adventureblog.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.nationalgeographicexpeditions.com/?utm_source=NGdotcom-Adventure&utm_medium=Link&utm_content=TopNav_Nat_Geo_Trips&utm_campaign=NGdotcom
http://alltrails.com/a/100077/
http://adventure.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/trips/best-trails/worlds-thrilling-hikes-trails/
http://adventure.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/trips/best-trails/worlds-thrilling-hikes-trails/
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/channel/
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/channel/
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/wild/
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/channel/schedule/daily/
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/channel/shows/
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/
http://tvblogs.nationalgeographic.com/
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/channel/live-free-or-die/articles/what-it-means-to-rewild/
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/channel/live-free-or-die/articles/what-it-means-to-rewild/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/games/
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/kids/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/animals/
http://kids-myshot.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.animaljam.com/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/?ar_a=1
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazines/lp/nav/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazines/lp/navsubs/
https://ngkidsubs.nationalgeographic.com/servlet/Show?WESPAGE=OrderPages/ngk/1310/landing_01A3.jsp&MSRSMAG=WO&EFK1=WOAL2S8&EFK2=WOAL2U4&EFK3=&MSCCMPLX=FLYOUT7
https://secure.customersvc.com/servlet/Show?WESPAGE=OrderPages/ng/NLK/1311/landing_01A3.jsp&MSRSMAG=LS&EFK1=LSADQQ9&EFK2=&EFK3=&MSCCMPLX=FLYOUT7
https://secure.customersvc.com/servlet/Show?WESPAGE=OrderPages/tr/1311/landing_15A1.jsp&MSRSMAG=TR&EFK1=TRAKAT6&EFK2=TRAKAU4&EFK3=TRAKAV1&MSCCMPLX=FLYOUT7
https://secure.customersvc.com/servlet/Show?WESPAGE=pm/Pages/load_order.jsp&WESACTIVESESSION=TRUE&PAGE_ID=NH1502DIR&MAGCODE=NH&EFK1=NHAABS9&MSCCMPLX=FLYOUT7
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazines/lp/nav/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazines/lp/nav/
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/index.jsp?code=NG94000&source=NavShopHome
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/index.jsp?code=NG94001&source=NavShopHome
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/browse/categorySeries.jsp?categoryId=S061&addFacet=9004:S061&code=NG94007&source=NavShopServ
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/browse/category_bestsellers.jsp?categoryId=A200&addFacet=9004:A200&code=NG94232
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/browse/category_new.jsp?categoryId=A211&addFacet=9004:A211&code=NG94233
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/browse/category.jsp?categoryId=A091&addFacet=9004:A091&code=NG94004&source=NavShopKids
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/browse/category.jsp?categoryId=A245&addFacet=9004:A245&code=NG94002&source=NavShopGift
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/browse/category.jsp?categoryId=A236&addFacet=9004:A236&code=NG94003&source=NavShopChan
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/browse/category_sale.jsp?categoryId=A223&addFacet=9004:A223&code=NG94008&source=NavShopSale
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/category/shop-by-catalog?code=NG94005&source=NavShopCat
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/browse/emailRegistration.jsp?code=NG94056
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/category/shop-by/sale?code=NGHPF094470
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/category/shop-by/sale?code=NGHPF094470
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/index.jsp?code=NG94000&source=NavShopHome
http://www.nationalgeographicexpeditions.com/?utm_source=NGdotcom-Home&utm_medium=Link&utm_content=TopNav_Trips&utm_campaign=NGdotcom
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazines/lp/nav/
http://voices.nationalgeographic.com/blog/bioblitz/
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/blog/cat-watch/
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/blog/explorers-journal/
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/blog/ocean-views/
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/blog/polar-bear-watch/
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/blog/rising-star-expedition/
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/blog/a-voice-for-elephants/
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/blog/water-currents/
http://voices.nationalgeographic.com/blog/fulbright-national-geographic-stories/
http://voices.nationalgeographic.com/2013/06/19/can-iguanas-swim-and-what-would-it-mean-for-conservation/
http://voices.nationalgeographic.com/author/mcccarville/
http://www.sheddaquarium.org/
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/files/2013/06/team.jpg
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2013/06/11/commitment-to-conservation-creates-lasting-memories/
http://www.sheddaquarium.org/3227.html
http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/6039/0
http://voices.nationalgeographic.com/
http://donate.ngs.org/5forbigcats
https://twitter.com/hashtag/5forBigCats?src=hash
http://donate.ngs.org/5forbigcats


BioBlitz Cat Watch Explorers Journal

Ocean Views Polar Bear Watch Rising Star Expedition

Voice for Elephants Water Currents Fulbright National Geographic

Stories

150 2(1)

Aerial view of the North and Middle Bights of Andros Island (Shedd

Aquarium/Chuck Knapp).

150 2(1)

Keywords:

Stumbling upon an inland blue hole while

searching for iguanas is always a special treat –
jumping in to cool off is even better (Shedd

Aquarium/Chuck Knapp).

Name:*

Email:*

Location:

Comment:

VOICES Ideas and Insight From Explorers

More »

Charles Knapp, Vice President of Conservation and Research

John G. Shedd Aquarium, Chicago, Illinois USA

Shedd’s iguana research team holds an iguana. The iguanas are always captured harmlessly and the experience is hard to
forget (Shedd Aquarium/Chuck Knapp).

Last week, you learned about how Shedd Aquarium’s long-term citizen science research

program is helping to save endangered iguanas in the Bahamas. This week, we’ll explore

another facet of our 2013 trip: an effort to understand whether the Andros iguana can swim, and

what their behavior would mean for conservation.

You may be familiar with marine iguanas on Galapagos that can scull through the water

searching for food. Or perhaps you’ve seen green iguanas drop from trees into rivers to swim

away from disturbances. Can all 44 species of iguanas swim? Why does it matter to us? Does

this knowledge impact how we manage endangered species?

On the move

On Andros, this question has particular importance as we work to develop management plans for

a recently expanded national park that protects critical iguana habitat. Andros is actually a mini-

archipelago of three main islands separated by “bights” or waterways. In addition to the main

islands, hundreds of islets and small cays (pronounced “keys”) dot the landscape, connected by

mangrove estuaries and tidal swamplands.

This network of small islands raises

questions about how to approach

population management for the

species. Do the myriad waterways

restrict iguana movements and thus

isolate populations? If the Andros

iguana can swim, how far can it

travel? Some islands are separated

by only a few feet of water, but other

waterways on Andros are over two

miles wide. How successful are

iguanas in making their crossings?

On a few occasions, I have observed

iguanas swimming while predatory

fish snap at their tails. If we can better

understand the ability of these endangered animals to swim successfully between islands, that

knowledge could help us determine whether to manage the Andros iguana as a single large

population or many smaller populations.

On our most recent research expedition aboard Shedd’s vessel, the Coral Reef II, a team of

Shedd biologists, citizen scientists, Bahamas National Trust representatives, and Giuliano

Colosimo, a Mississippi State University graduate student working with Dr. Mark Welch, took up

this question. This year, we explored a rarely visited region to search for iguanas on small cays

so we could better understand their distribution across Andros. We also wanted to collect DNA

samples throughout their range to better understand gene flow across the fragmented island

landscape. On Andros, gene flow depends on the ability of iguanas to swim across water

barriers. Isolated populations can potentially experience reduced genetic variability and

subsequent inbreeding complications. It’s also important to identify isolated iguana populations

with high levels of genetic variability, since these individuals may be good candidates for

potential relocation efforts.

Searching for specimens

New technology makes it easier to identify potential sites than in years past, and we were armed

with GPS coordinates and high hopes. Unfortunately, high hopes have a tendency to deflate

after spending hours on a small boat in bumpy, wet conditions, followed by hours of walking on

unforgiving terrain with little signs of iguanas.  Luckily, the excitement of the chase and the

camaraderie shared by team members made our adventure worthwhile and fun.

For three days we searched cays in the North and Middle Bights. Our efforts paid off as we

discovered four new populations and increased sample sizes from areas visited in the past. More

data helps us better understand the true genetic diversity from specific parts of Andros, and

learn whether there are genetic similarities or differences between populations at different sites.

The samples are so precious for our conservation efforts that you learn to get creative when

confronted with new challenges. After an iguana slipped away from us into a limestone hole, I

found that we could still collect a sample if I lay on my side with an arm down the hole to draw

blood from the ventral side of the tail. It worked: I was dusty but happy, and the iguana was none

the wiser.

By the end of the expedition, we collected 36 blood

samples. It may not sound like much, but they will be

combined with previous samples collected over the

years that can help inform management plans to save

this incredible lizard. It’s a lot of work for each iguana

but well worth it. If you are interested in participating in

the next research expedition, please contact us at

IguanaResearch@sheddaquarium.org. Don’t just take

my word for it—stay tuned for posts from our trip

assistant, who will share her perspective as a citizen

scientist on our program.
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Charles Knapp, Vice President of Conservation and Research

John G. Shedd Aquarium, Chicago, Illinois USA

Shedd’s iguana research team holds an iguana. The iguanas are always captured harmlessly and the experience is hard to
forget (Shedd Aquarium/Chuck Knapp).

Last week, you learned about how Shedd Aquarium’s long-term citizen science research

program is helping to save endangered iguanas in the Bahamas. This week, we’ll explore

another facet of our 2013 trip: an effort to understand whether the Andros iguana can swim, and

what their behavior would mean for conservation.

You may be familiar with marine iguanas on Galapagos that can scull through the water

searching for food. Or perhaps you’ve seen green iguanas drop from trees into rivers to swim

away from disturbances. Can all 44 species of iguanas swim? Why does it matter to us? Does

this knowledge impact how we manage endangered species?

On the move

On Andros, this question has particular importance as we work to develop management plans for

a recently expanded national park that protects critical iguana habitat. Andros is actually a mini-

archipelago of three main islands separated by “bights” or waterways. In addition to the main

islands, hundreds of islets and small cays (pronounced “keys”) dot the landscape, connected by

mangrove estuaries and tidal swamplands.

This network of small islands raises

questions about how to approach

population management for the

species. Do the myriad waterways

restrict iguana movements and thus

isolate populations? If the Andros

iguana can swim, how far can it

travel? Some islands are separated

by only a few feet of water, but other

waterways on Andros are over two

miles wide. How successful are

iguanas in making their crossings?

On a few occasions, I have observed

iguanas swimming while predatory

fish snap at their tails. If we can better

understand the ability of these endangered animals to swim successfully between islands, that

knowledge could help us determine whether to manage the Andros iguana as a single large

population or many smaller populations.

On our most recent research expedition aboard Shedd’s vessel, the Coral Reef II, a team of

Shedd biologists, citizen scientists, Bahamas National Trust representatives, and Giuliano

Colosimo, a Mississippi State University graduate student working with Dr. Mark Welch, took up

this question. This year, we explored a rarely visited region to search for iguanas on small cays

so we could better understand their distribution across Andros. We also wanted to collect DNA

samples throughout their range to better understand gene flow across the fragmented island

landscape. On Andros, gene flow depends on the ability of iguanas to swim across water

barriers. Isolated populations can potentially experience reduced genetic variability and

subsequent inbreeding complications. It’s also important to identify isolated iguana populations

with high levels of genetic variability, since these individuals may be good candidates for

potential relocation efforts.

Searching for specimens

New technology makes it easier to identify potential sites than in years past, and we were armed

with GPS coordinates and high hopes. Unfortunately, high hopes have a tendency to deflate

after spending hours on a small boat in bumpy, wet conditions, followed by hours of walking on

unforgiving terrain with little signs of iguanas.  Luckily, the excitement of the chase and the

camaraderie shared by team members made our adventure worthwhile and fun.

For three days we searched cays in the North and Middle Bights. Our efforts paid off as we

discovered four new populations and increased sample sizes from areas visited in the past. More

data helps us better understand the true genetic diversity from specific parts of Andros, and

learn whether there are genetic similarities or differences between populations at different sites.

The samples are so precious for our conservation efforts that you learn to get creative when

confronted with new challenges. After an iguana slipped away from us into a limestone hole, I

found that we could still collect a sample if I lay on my side with an arm down the hole to draw

blood from the ventral side of the tail. It worked: I was dusty but happy, and the iguana was none

the wiser.

By the end of the expedition, we collected 36 blood

samples. It may not sound like much, but they will be

combined with previous samples collected over the

years that can help inform management plans to save

this incredible lizard. It’s a lot of work for each iguana

but well worth it. If you are interested in participating in

the next research expedition, please contact us at

IguanaResearch@sheddaquarium.org. Don’t just take

my word for it—stay tuned for posts from our trip

assistant, who will share her perspective as a citizen

scientist on our program.
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