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 Guy A. Lewis, United States Attorney for the Southern District 
of Florida, Lois J. Schiffer, Assistant Attorney General for the 
Environment and Natural Resources Division of the U.S. Department of 
Justice, Jorge Picon, Resident Agent in Charge for the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service in Miami and Frank Figueroa, Special Agent in Charge 
of the United States Customs Service in Miami, announced that PHILLIP 
DAVID LANGSTON, 48 of Naples, Florida was sentenced today for his 
role in a conspiracy to violate U.S. and international wildlife 
protection laws and U.S. Customs laws.  LANGSTON had previously pled 
guilty on an indictment handed-up by a grand jury in Miami on 
December 21, 1999 charging him with trafficking during the period of 
November 1994 through July, 1995, in reptile species that originated 
in Haiti and the Peruvian Amazon and that are protected under an 
international treaty known as “CITES”,the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Fauna and Flora, which is implemented 
in the United States through the Endangered Species Act. United 
States District Court Judge Norman C. Roettger sentenced LANGSTON to 
15 months in jail and a period of 2 years supervised release 
thereafter. 
 In entering his plea of guilty, LANGSTON admitted to conspiring 
to smuggle and selling a large variety of reptile species protected 
under CITES and/or foreign law in the Southern District of Florida, 
including caiman lizards, dwarf caimans, frog-headed turtles, Gibba 
turtles, green anacondas, Haitian boas, Haitian dwarf boas, Haitian 
vine boas, Mata mata turtles, red-tailed boas, rhinoceros iguanas, 
twistneck turtles, white-lipped mud turtles and yellow-footed 
tortoises. LANGSTON specifically acknowledged selling approximately 
60 rhinoceros iguanas, native to Haiti (as well as the Dominican 
Republic), which is a species currently threatened with extinction, 
and listed on Appendix I of CITES, the highest level of protection 
available under the treaty.  Many of the other species he trafficked 
in, including the anacondas, boas, caiman lizards, dwarf caimans and 
yellow-footed tortoises are protected under Appendix II of CITES out 
of concern that unless trade in this species is strictly regulated 
they too could come under threat of extinction.  The government 
established that the retail market value of the reptiles listed in 
the conspiracy charge of the indictment was at least $120,000. 
 LANGSTON also admitted to the Court that as part of his 
scheme to smuggle reptiles into the United States he established 
a “breeding farm” in Peru for the purpose of making it appear 
that wild-caught Amazon specimens -- protected under U.S. law 
and Peruvian law -- were instead captive-bred. 



 
 Under the terms of his plea LANGSTON, was required to 
surrender his U.S. Fish and Wildlife import-export license. In 
addition to the license itself, LANGSTON also surrendered to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service five Cuban rock iguanas, Cyclura 
nubila nubila, a CITES Appendix I species, which were 
transported in violation of the laws of Puerto Rico. 
 
 The prosecution of Langston is one of a series of related 
reptile smuggling prosecutions jointly pursued by the United 
States Attorney’s Office, the Department of Justice’s Wildlife 
and Marine Resources Section and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service stemming from the government’s execution of a search 
warrant of Strictly Reptile, Inc. in February 1997.  Strictly 
Reptiles, considered at the time to be the largest importer of 
reptiles in the United States, and its president, Michael Van 
Nostrand were convicted in Miami of felony wildlife trafficking 
charges with Strictly Reptiles losing its USFWS import-export 
license for five years and Van Nostrand being incarcerated for 
10 months and jointly paying a total of $250,000 in fines and 
restitution.  Stemming directly from the Strictly Reptiles 
prosecution, eight other individuals representing four distinct 
reptile smuggling rings were convicted of felonies, and six were 
sentenced to jail, with sentences ranging up to 24 months. These 
reptile traffickers were responsible for smuggling some of the 
rarest reptiles on earth, all protected under CITES Appendix I, 
including the Anegeda (British Virgin Islands) Rock Iguana and 
White’s Cay Rock Iguana, both with populations numbering in the 
hundreds, as well as the Argentine boa and the Black caiman. 
  
 Mr. Lewis commended the work of Special Agents Chip Bepler 
of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and George White 
of the U.S. Customs Service for their work on the case. 
 
 The United States was represented in this matter by AUSA 
Thomas Watts-FitzGerald, Chief of the Environmental Crimes 
Section at the U. S. Attorney’s Office and Peter J. Murtha, 
Senior Trial Attorney, United States Department of Justice, 
Wildlife & Marine Resources Section. 


