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Costa Rica Project -

© [ 'want to.yse the iguana as.a.
{ buffer to kéep people from destroy-
{ing the forests,”- Werner sajd. “1_
“want to show that with reasonable
_management you can make equal
_production and money,without ru==
~ining the environment.”

e PAME PR ST - Before, Werner _ever, met - an
1 37] LIMONAL, Costa Rica—The : _iguana,: the notion of ‘raising the:
- West German mﬁ%ﬁﬁ -ﬁ‘:zﬁté;“ he  [imidcreatures;had been onter:
:St?q? mcan'lli')easafnisin'the shade '-f-_;ilil;g?ié—tgnq; dismissed—by . other -
“asprawling - fig’ L4 WSLS, - Lo« fEE e
afte:n¢§n,ff 'Dagméf -.ggg;lerctﬁ ~ = The iguana's. known mortality -
; T -rate in the wild, where floods and -

her guests with a half-smile. “I am’
Mérfa Iguéha."?;f-'aa fﬂfi"ﬁm'le’—*;ﬁm =l predators destroy half of its eggs

“and just 4% of all hatchlings sur- -
- _vive one year, is dauntingly high.
ipts-to-.

S ——

" Linguishing in three long Tows ©
of“cages behind Werner was her =
adopted brood--2,350 green igua

-~ And - several- human . attemp
‘incubate its eggs had failed. "%
ut the Swiss-educated Werner, ..
- whoearned her doctorate while =
" studying iguanas on Ecuador’s Ga- -
_-lapagos Islands, ‘has overcome the.
~obstacles with a speed that aston-
“ished her colleagues.= == ey
‘In five years, she has domesti-
“cated an ani;nal'we_thGUght_wpuld-
~take a century to learn to manage,”
'said Ira Rubinoff, . director’ of the
. Smithsonian Tropical Research In-
~ stitute  in Panama, which_ helped
aign 10 get, tropical farm-; . Jlaunch ; Werner’s project.in: 1983,
aise them’as ranch animals™” ‘She’ hit all’ the right buttons.. It -
are'the work of 'Werner's Green’ - ' iti
Iguana Foundation, one of the most.

%

‘promising conservation
Tatin America ¢

th ‘%{)Wéo{ captive iguanas and
= “£'6 L,

soilerosion exhausts
vithin“.afew  years, .
“the farmer to attack the -

rea;m.
d as yearlings
5, the herbivorous reptiles *
an, within two years, yield at least -~
as Lq}pgh:‘_mghgprotein- meat - per ;-
acre ascattle; With that economic
1ncgntl‘§e; farmers could save the
forest not only. for iguanas but for-
gadanepled ool
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I GUANA Ratsmg Reptiles Jor a Costa Ri

: Continued from Page1 -
ature, Werner first fashioned a
laying: nest by. burrowing one. end
+of 4 drainage pipe into an under-
f‘,_ground chamber. of  concrete
= hlocks, “My oldest and most ele-
~ gant - trick,” she called it. The -
“..morning after she set it in the wild,
: the nest was filled with eggs. : ,
2222 Next; she .buried- hundreds: of
egge in incubators made of Styro-
foam ice chests filled with" soil.
+About’ 95% hatched on the first -
sdry—a fast start for the experlrnen-

- tal colony. ™ i :
~i:. Then came the rlsky part Igua-
“nas take three years to reach their
- full length of 6 feet or more, and it
-is not economical for a farmer: to- -

" -keep them caged that long, Werner —
. decided to free most of them at the -
—ageof 7 months and set up feedm

£l o
Limonal

Iguanas find
a haven ~

Los Angeles Times

‘the farmer that if he raises iguanas*
an hlS back yard they wont run:

_Halsmgthemrs aseasy
“and predlctable as:
~raising free-range -
chlcken_sandmuch :
_ heaper shesays. i :

o‘f&

L 'hourlong “drive " from the Costa
- Rican capital to the research colo-
ny's new home here on a ranch in
the. Pacific. coastal lowlands. A
- wicker | iguana. 'swung from the

A }ovral woman w1th straw col—
“ored bangs,” Werner- laughs “ and

. ¢ talks: with® husky’ self-confidence
- about her’ patient ‘systematic
cheme for reviving the rain forest..
.But she admits to being somewhat
- bewildered - about- the pohtlcs of
fmancmgsuch work, -
After: movmg,. to, Costa cha
Wemer got money from the World _
,Wlldhfe Fund, the Dutch Embassy,
- the U.S. Fish' and Wildlife Service -
“and the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature. But it is’
not enough to expand her research
or. even mamtam 1t beyond thlS"
ear, iy

1

,Aarmers could earn about $2. 50 pe
~viguana while improving the famil
idjet with" tasty white ‘meat that:
zbehes the scaly reptlle s unappeal
‘iig,g appearance,’ ;7 -
%:1To ' put: her theones to

grant.-from ‘the” W.: Alton” ‘Jones
oundatmn, a Vlrgmla based co

Hurricane Joan cut t,he Pan Ameri
can’ Highway_with' mudshdes For*
sevéral days 1200 Of ‘the’ caged’

.ing research colony wﬁl soon start

velopment‘ has’ revealed much 0 'exportmg some of 1ts superfluous _

lwhat is. known_ about iguanas— .

i d farmmg colony was set*" ““We ‘almost lost ‘five years' of "' “We'don’ t want to be all the ume_ :
n Panama last year and a fourth ! research ” Mama Iguana said; 4 - " dependent’ on the" fund givers,”:
to be opened on:-a Costa Rican - She’ told this' story during an Werner sald "I m sick and tired of




'can Conservatwn Pro;ect

atig

ke

havmg to beg They should throw
m:lhons after me :
Dnvmg onto t

zone for an expected 13,000 eggs,
which were starting-to turn- up m
the nests a week early.

i

dents from her University of Costa "
“ Rica . wildlife course- to work
welghmg and measuring the year-:
lings that, thanks to experimental

it ,;%:-.E-

'1.’

en feed, are already three times-

than their cousins m the wild.
In cages the size of small houses
made“of ‘tin. walls  and” fishnet

i roofing, the older iguanas were
=+ oblivious to all this activity. Lazing’

=F in the sun ot in the shade of bamboo
shelters, they: stayed nearly: mo=
tionless” for. hours, except: ‘when a

them slithering away like eels.*

- The cages are scenes of ongoing
research.. While nutrlupnlsts from
the National Zoo' in- Washmgl‘.on

iguana, biologists from Texas A&M
University are ‘experimenting w1th
hormone secretions to lure females'"

one person in atree, meldmg a stick..
and five others on: the: ground
“-£waiting to catch the fallmg iguanas.
#E° Later, it was hme for the caged
“Lcreatures £10-be: ‘gawked!'at: and-
F “ipetted by children of. the farmers
mwted to Werner

tlon
{

“Jinto  the “program.’ A follow-up
~survey found more than half of El
‘Limonal's 64 families: are sold on

fither'once hunted iguanas with bow
~and arrow. “We used to eat them,
but that was years ago. It will be ..
ood to have them so close at hand
And look how fat they arel”: . :
With the iguana | dlsappearmg

e ‘has “hundreds. of lnqumes
*from “people. who. want to raise
' them. “But' I have to keep this
o rogram] in a small circle until it
‘imatures,”. she said.. "Othermse

J ' dea a bad roputatlonL
- Werner. is- also. careful

wnll not replace cattle, she. sald

-~ only limit the._' ravagesjof cattle;_

¢
found her; employees working fe-
verishly to expand the incubator -

_Then she put 12 graduate stu- -

breeding and something like chick- = .

bigger and reproduce a year earller

visit by an unfamiliar. human sent —

are trying to grow an even bigger

from the wild.’ Anythmg would pe ¥
easier . than,the_current. method—.

exposi-___

: nff;cult . :
33 d_Alba : Ramires,” 48 whose fa-

 averstate. the iguana’s potenha] It. :

problem. but a big-company prob-

"‘lem," she said. “I would have to

- convince those blg companies that
iguana farmmg is better than what
‘they are doing in the Amazon, and I

__don’t think there’s a bit of a chance
~ todo that.” ;

But there’s one thing Werner is
. determined to do: pubhsh a cook-
book of iguana recipes she collects
from - peasants: on her scattered
pro_lects I
~ "They make this 1guana stew

‘which to me is boring,” she said.
~They also grill, fry and bake igua-
nas and smother them in onions.
“+“'But best of all,” she said, ‘'they-

smoke the meat for days and cook it .
in’ ooconut Julce Thats my favo :
ite it i g




