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Fiji's crested iguana. Picture: NATURE FIJI

FIJI is nature and nature is Fiji. Even the people of this land associate

themselves very closely with nature.

Despite the closeness, the significance of and importance people place on this

relationship, we are now faced with a situation where some of our endemic

plants and animals are endangered with most on the critical list.

These animals are under threat mostly because of human activity such as

logging, fires and the introduction of species such as cats, rats, mongooses and

goats taking away their habitat. And some because we like to eat them.

Many NGOs are working for the conservation of what we have not yet lost.

Let's get to know some of these mammals and reptiles:

p The Fiji blossom bat is quite small, with a body size ranging from 98-110mm in males; 95-107mm in females. One

of the distinguishing features of this bat is that it has an elongated muzzle and a very long free tail which resembles

that of a mouse. The wings meet in the back midline, giving the back a wrinkled appearance.

The Fiji blossom bat is a nectar feeding bat and is dependent on good forest habitat.

p The Pacific sheath-tail bat is a medium-sized bat with body size ranging from 41-48mm in males; and 44.4-45.5

mm in females. This specie is sexually dimorphic, with females being larger than males. Their fur is brown in colour.

The Pacific sheath-tail bat can easily be distinguished from other bats in Fiji in that it has a very small tail only just

projecting from the flight membrane

p The Fijian flying fox is the smallest of the three fruit bats found in Fiji. Fiji has six species of native bats; the other

three species of bats are either insectivorous or nectarivorous.

The fur of the Fijian flying fox is a dull olive green to yellow in colour. The fur of the mantle and head is soft and khaki

in colour. The Fijian flying fox has characteristic cuspidate or pointed teeth, which are not found in any other Fijian

fruit bat or flying fox.

p The Fijian copper-headed skink is a medium sized skink. Like other skinks, the Fijian copper-headed skink has

five digits, with the fourth toes being the longest. The Fijian copper-headed skink is quite distinguishable from other

skinks by the dorsal surface colour which is greenish copper in colour, with a bright copper head and neck. It also

has a dark brown or nearly black eye stripe.

p Green turtle has a sub-circular to heart-shaped shell. Green turtles belong to the family Cheloniidae, the members

of which are characterised by their hard shell as opposed to the soft shelled members of the family, Dermochelyidae

(leatherback turtle ).
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It derives its common name from the green fat it stores which makes this species the most appealing in terms of

taste.

p The hawksbill turtle has a distinctly narrow heart-shaped shell, and often has a distinct vertebral keel. Like the

green turtles, Chelonia mydas, the hawksbill turtles belong to the family of hard-shelled turtles, Cheloniidae. The

average length of an adult hawksbill turtle's shell or carapace is 70cm, and can grow up to 1m in length. Hawksbill

turtles typically have a small head, distinguished by the hooked, parrot-like beak of the projecting upper jaw, and the

two pairs of prefrontal scales on the top of the head.

p The Fiji burrowing snake is very distinct from the more widely known Pacific Boa, Candoia bibroni. The Fiji

burrowing snake is much smaller, growing up to a maximum snout-vent length of 30cm. It has a small head which is

indistinct from the neck, a short tail, and smooth body scales. The body is a uniform dark brown or mid-brown in

colour with lighter sides. The belly is generally pale brown or white blotched with black or brown in colour.

p The crested iguana is a large arboreal lizard ranging from 83mm (hatchlings) to 223mm (adults). The background

colour of its body is pale green (with some black speckles) and is overlain with narrow white stripes with black edges

running across the body. Male crested iguanas have large femoral pores making it easy to tell them apart from

females. The crested iguana differs from the more widespread banded iguana (B. fasciatus) in being larger and

having narrower white (black-edged) stripes.

p Fiji banded iguana adults are 136-193mm in size, while the hatchlings range from 65-83 mm. Banded iguanas are

generally more slender and smaller than their endemic relative the Fiji crested iguana, and have a smoother

appearance.

Banded iguanas have a single row of small scales, which look like a row of short sharp teeth running from their nape

to the base of their tail, but on the crested iguana, these are much enlarged and form the crest from which it derives

its name.

The main distinguishing feature between male and female banded iguana is that the females do not have bands on

the body. The females have a uniform green colouring.

* Information sourced from www.naturefiji.org
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