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rom the end of 80’s to early 90’s, there
was a little reptile boom in Japan. Many
pet shops were constructed and other non
reptile shops, including department store, tropical
fish shops, and even some supermarkets, started
to sell small cutie green iguanas. The number of
imported juvenile iguanas had increased rapidly
through 1992 to 1993. As compared with increas-
ing number, the price of iguanas decreased in a
short period. In approximately 1990, one juvenile
was about 30,000 yen (about $300) to 40,000 yen
($400). By 1992, it dropped to 10,000 yen ($100).
Last year, it dropped to around 3,000 yen ($30).
It became 1/10 in 5 years. We don’t think it is that
igunas are sold at a lower cost but there are some
people who think they should not spend more
money to create their environment than the ani-
mals’ price. Of course it takes more than $30 to
make a good captive environment.
And $30 is inexpensive enough for the ele-
mentary school children to buy iguanas as a
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Import number of juvenile iguanas in Japan. From 1991
to 1994. There was a great boom in 1993.

toy.We have seen many children buying them in
the pet shops.

The problem was there was no information
available for proper iguana care. There were no
books, no magazines, no veterinarians special-
ized for exotic animals. Different explanations
were heard if you asked different people. Most
shops described the lizards as follows.

“Tguanas are easy to keep.”

“Iguanas eats anything.”

“They don’t grow big.”

“Keep them in a 20° (Centigrade) environment.”
“60 cm aquarium is enough.”

All these non-academic expressions were
heard from many pet shops. And since there was
no other information, people began to believe this
wrong information. We heard that less than 10%
would survive over a year. Thirty thousand igua-
nas are imported now, but we have rarely seen
iguanas that are over 1 m.
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Cost shift of one juvenile Green Iguana. It became less
than 1/10 in five years. It is now 2,000 to 3,000 yen.



Rescued juvenile iguanas: they were all depressed and
suffering from Metabolic Bone Disease (MBD). They were
fed only lettuce and given no direct sunlight.

Every time we go to pet shops, we encounter
poor-looking, suffering iguanas. Most of them
have Metabolic Bone Disease. Many people
didn’t understand the necessity of sun-bathing and
some didn’t even know that they need a heater.
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There were many respiratory infected, parasite
infected, paralyzed limb, MBD juvenile iguanas
all over. At one shop, with the worst conditions,
we couldn’t leave them and we bought them all.
They all recovered and we are now keeping 14
iguanas in a small apartment. But there are more
out there. We had to do something for these poor

iguanas. g
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THE LARGEST POOL OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON
Min, THIS MOST POPULAR OF THE REPTILE PETS!

Guide for SUCCESSFUL Carptive Care

(Based on Iguanas: A Guide to Their Biology and Captive Care)
by Fredric L. Frye, DVM

Orig. Ed. 1995

216 pp.

$39.50 ISBN 0-89464-892-6
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This second edition is now improved by a 35% increase in page count, the addition of 16 new
~ pages of color photos (the color section has tripled), a redesigned and expanded text to
make it more user-friendly, and the inclusion of published data as current as January 1995.
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Please call or write for more information on this or other titles of interest.

KRIEGER PUBLISHING COMPANY
P.O. Box 9542 = Melbourne, FL 32902-9542

(407) 724-9542 « Direct Order Line (407) 727-7270
FAX (407) 951-3671

Domestic orders, please add $6.00 for first
book, $1.50 each additional to cover shipping.
Foreign orders please add 10% to the price-
shipping costs are available upon request.
Prices subject to change without notice.
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'6% year-old male Grand Cayman
Blue Iguana, Cyclura nubila lewisi.
Photograph: Robert W. Ehrig




