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Collected by Prop. C. J. Maynard for the Museum of

Comparative Zoology at Cambridge, Mass.

BY SAMUEL GAEMAN.

A PORTION of this collection, that from Little Cayman
and Cayman Brae, furnishes a sort of sequel to the writer's

notice of a collection from Grand Cayman ; the balance,

from Inagua, Rum Key, and Andros islands, adds some-

thing to our knowledge of the fauna of the Bahamas. The

localities were chosen by the collector with special refer-

ence to study of the ornithology, and their distribution and

isolation have given an equal importance to what he has

gathered of the lower vertebrates. The Bahaman localities

had been touched upon by other collectors at various times,

but not exhaustively. At the time of making these col-

lections the Caymans were untrodden ground to workers

in the interest of zoology ; consequently this writing is in

the nature of a first notice.

Approximately, Cayman Brae is not far from a hundred

and twenty miles west a little south from Cape Cruz, the

southernmost point of Cuba. It is about the same dis-
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102 REPTILES AND BATRACHIANS

tance directly south of Cuba, midway in the length, and

nearly or quite as far northwest of Jamaica. Little Cay-

man is seven miles west of Cayman Brae. Grand Cayman

lies some seventy miles, more or less, west a little south

from Little Cayman, or about two hundred miles south of

Cuba, and as much west northwest from Jamaica. In all

probability the islands Cayman Brae, Little Cayman and

Grand Cayman are not of earlier date than the late calca-

reous formations of Cuba. That there has at any time

been a land connection with that island is quite problem-

atical. The affinities of the reptiles might have been no

closer if such had been the case, but it is entirely needless

to suppose anything of the kind in order to account for

the relationships observed. The currents south of Cuba

are such that objects thrown over at points on its shores

may be afterward picked up on the Caymans. Drift in

these currents might readily transport the progenitors of

the species now occupying these localities. On the other

hand their traffic being almost wholly with Jamaica, it

would be surprising if some of its forms had not obtained

a foothold. The affinities of the species from Little Cay-

man and Cayman Brae are in line with those from Grand

Cayman, except, perhaps, in case of the Anolis of the lat-

ter, A. conspersus, Garm., which, though quite distinct, is

near the Jamaican A. grahamii, Gray. All of the spe-

cies reported from Little Cayman are of Cuban origin :

Anolis maynardiiy Anolis hiteosignifer, Gyclura nubila

and Hyla septeniinoiialis. Of those from Cayman Brae,

Anolis luteosignifer , Liocephalus carinatus, Cyclura niibila

and Alsophisfuscicauda are of Cuban, while the jSphcero-

dactylus, the Aristelliger and the Diploglossus are in all

likelihood of Jamaican derivation.

The two crocodiles reported by Prof. IMaynard are no

doubt the Cuban species. The small land or fresh-water
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turtle said to have been introduced from Grand Cayman
is likely to prove Emys decussata, common from Cuba to

Porto Rico. The notes quoted are those of the collector.

I. CAYMAN BRAC.

Aristelliger pr^signis Hallow. ; Cope.

The specimens from Cayman Brae are not so symmet-

rically marked as those from Grand Cayman ; on the for-

mer the brown appears in vermiculations and the transverse

bands are indistinct or absent, as also the bands behind

the eyes. Apparently there are no important structural

differences. Commonly known as the "vvoodslave."

" Common about the houses and seems to be fond of

sugar. I saw several at different times eating it. The
ground color of a specimen captured in my house, April

18, was dark chocolate brown varied with olivaceous.

There is a dark line from the nostril through the eye to

the occiput. Top of head mottled with darker. Body
above mottled with very dark brown, which markings

have the appearance of arrangement in transverse bands.

The spots are smaller on the sides, and all are margined

with yellowish rufous, the edgings and spots decreasing in

dimensions below. Legs and tail transversely banded with

darker. Tail lighter than body and marked with four

series of spots that are often confluent. Iris silvery,

finely dotted with blue. These lizards are rather sluggish
;

they are partly or wholly nocturnal in habits ; they live in

houses, in crevices or beneath the palm thatch. Their odor

resembles that of the striped snakes, Euimnice.^^

Sph^rodactylus argivus sp. n.

Snout pointed, as long as the distance between the eye

and the ear-opening, one and a half times the diameter of
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the orbit. Ear-opening small, subround. Rostral medium,

longitudinally cleft above, in contact with two large scales

and a median small one between the nostrils. Labials

five to six. Lower labials five, the anterior subtending

the first upper and two-thirds of the second. Mental large ;

submentals two small ones in contact with the mental, and

behind these still smaller ones decreasing in size toward

the granules of the throat. A small spine-bearing scale

on the upper eyelid. Head and throat covered with keeled

granules, larger on the snout. Dorsal scales keeled, not

half as large as the ventrals; scales on the flank larger

;

those of the belly still larger, smooth. Tail round, taper-

ing, covered by large smooth scales, except above the base

where a few are keeled.

Pinkish or reddish brown, profusely sprinkled with

small spots of brown arranged in longitudinal series, occa-

sionally confluent. Between the hips on each side of the

middle there is a small white spot, in front of each of these,

another, and, behind each, one or two more, making a series

of three or four as if a white line had been broken up.

The lateral edges of these spots are dark brown. Head

lighter, with faint small spots of brown. Belly light,

lateral edges of scales puncticulate with brown.

Closely allied to S. argus of Jamaica.

Anolis luteosignifer sp. n.

Compared with Anolis sagrce, with which it is closely

allied, this lizard is similar in size and shape and to some

extent in squamation. It is distinguished by less of con-

vexity on the snout, the rostral canthus being more prom-

inent and the scales less strongly keeled ; it has more

uniformity in the sizes of the dorsal scales; and, from al-

coholic specimens only, its gular appendage seems to have

been yellow rather than red.
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111 comparison with A. oi'dinatus, which it approaches

more nearly in shape of head, its scales are not so stronirly

keeled, and are smaller in the dorsal series, it lacks the

whitish spots and lines, has less of olivaceous in its gen-

eral color, and is yellow instead of dark brown on the

gnlar appendage.

"Only one species of Anolis is found on this Key. It

is abundant everywhere, but prefers the stems of the

cocoa trees. In color it varies from very dark brown,

nearly black, to pale brown or grayish."

LiocEPHALUS CARiNATUS Gray ^ 1827.

The cephalic plates of the specimens from this island

are not so rough as are those of others from Culja. Ex-
cept in this particular I see nothing that may be taken for

a distinguishing feature.

"These lizards are common in the immediate vicinity of

the shores, or about the houses. They are rarely or never

seen in the interior of the island. The tail is curled over

the back when running. In this respect the species diifers

from that obtained on Inagua."

Cyclura nubila Gray, 1831.

"The Iguana occurs commonly in the cliffs of both this

island and Little Cayman."

DiPLOGLOSSUS MACULATUS Sp. n.

Lateral teeth subconical, blunt, slightly compressed.

Ear-opening not half as large as eye-opening. A large

azygos prefrontal, broader than the frontal and meeting

its entire anterior border, in contact with the largest loreal

at each side, separated from the rostral by two pairs of

shields the posterior of which are about twice as large as

the anterior. Frontal one and one-half times as long as
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broad. Parletals separated from supraoculars by three

shields, not in contact with the frontal. Interparietal

twice as large as occipital, the two separating the inner

parietals. First labial and internasal between nasal and

rostral. Nasal not in contact with the largest loreal. Men-

tal narrower than rostral ; a large submental followed by

four pairs, larger backward, two anterior in contact on the

mesial line. The suture between the sixth and seventh

upper labials lies below the centre of the eye.

Body slightly depressed. Scales with a central keel

and fourteen to sixteen striae, in thirty-nine series around

the middle of the body. Adpressed the limbs do not meet

by the length of the arm and hand. Fingers moderate,

second and third very nearly equal in length ; they are

longer than in D. cruscidus, on which, also, the middle

fingers differ more in length. Tail depressed at base,

round posteriorly ; upper series of scales keeled, lower

faintly striate, broader.

Back pale brown with numerous small spots of brown,

arranged in longitudinal and transverse series. Flanks,

from snout to hips, darker with longitudinal streaks of

lighter in the middle and a few small spots of white about

the shoulders. Lateral edges of ventrals a little darker.

Closely allied to D. crusculus and with it to D. occidims

from Jamaica.

"This lizard is taken under the piles of cocoanut husks ;

it is called a " wass" (corruption of wasp) and said to be

poisonous."

Alsophis fuscicauda var. n.

Brown. Upper part of neck dark brown ; behind this

for about half of the total length the back is crossed by

narrow bands of dark, occupying the length of a scale and

separated by spaces of equal width ; posterior half of en-
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tire length very djirk above and below. Anteriorly th ^

belly is reddish with hinder edges of the scales dark brown.

On the majority of the scales the tip to the hinder halt is

dark brown while the anterior portion is light. Many of

the median dorsals have Avhite edges.

Scales in seventeen rows
;
pores two ; ventrals one hun-

dred and seventy-eight ; anal bifid ; subcaudals one hundred

and twenty-eight pairs. A variety of ^. angulifer.

"This snake was taken in the scrub; it is rare. I saw

only one other on the Key."

II. LITTLE CAYMAN.

Anolis maynardii sp. n.

Head long, pointed, tapering regularly on all sides, two

and one-third times as long as broad, twice as long as the

tibia ; frontal ridges strong, converging anteriorly ; rostral

canthus sharp ; forehead concave. Upper head scales

faintly carinate ; scales of the supraorbital series enlarged,

separated anteriorly by one scale, posteriorly by two ;

eight or nine enlarged, keeled supraoculars, in contact

with the supraorbitals ; occipital as large as the ear-open-

ing, separated from the supraorbitals by two scales ; can-

thai scales four ; loreal rows three ; seven or eight labials

to below the centre of the eye. The distance of the nos-

trils behind the end of the snout equals the width of the

interorbital space, a little less than the orbital diameter.

The frontal ridges approach each other so closely between

the nostrils as to appear like a single ridge from this point

forward. Ear opening half as large as eye opening. Gu-
lar appendage moderate, covered with keeled scales. Body
slightly compressed ; dorso-nuchal fold very low. Scales

of back and flanks equal, ventrals a little larger, all keeled.

Adpressed the hind limb reaches the ear. Digital expan-
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sioiis moderate ; twenty-five lamellae under phalanges ii

and iii of the fourth toe. Tail round, about one and one

half times the length of head and body, the keel of the

enlarged vertebral series a little the more conspicuous.

Male with enlarged postanal scales.

Dark green on the back (yellowish in life), darker on

the sides, lighter green beneath ; top of head yellowish

green ; a whitish line from snout to shoulder ; a pair of

faint purplish lines on each side of the neck, breaking into

spots backward, one of them starting from the upper angle

of the eye, the other from the supraorbital ridge. Goitre

green, yellow posteriorly.

Allied to A. porcatus, but with a longer snout and lower

facial ridges.

"Although this Key is only seven miles distant from

Cayman Brae it has one species of Anolis which does not

occur at all on the other island, the green species which

is here abundant. It varies from a beautiful grass green

to brown. The common Anolis of Cayman Brae is also

abundant."

Anolis luteosignifer sp. n.

Cyclura nubila Gray, 1831.

Hyla septentrionalis Tsch., Blgr.

"The Hyla is very abundant but never occurs on Cay-

man Bj-ac. Although it has been carried there by the peo-

ple it will not live there."

Crocodilus.

"Two species of crocodile have been taken on this island

and one on Cayman Brae. I saw but a portion of one

specimen. The natives assured me the species were sim-

ilar to those found in Cuba."
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Testudinata.

"A land or fresh-water Turtle has been introduced into

Cayman Brae from Grand Cayman ; it is called Hig-a-tee."

"The Leather Back [_Dermochelys] occurs occasionally.

Loggerheads [ Thalassochelys] are abundant and breed on

the islands. May 3, I saw Avhere one had crawled ashore

in three places on Little Cayman. Although young Log-

gerheads must be abundant after hatching I was told the

small ones were never seen ; when captured they are al-

ways adult or nearly so."

"Green and Hawksbill turtles are common, the latter

more so than the former. Both breed here and the young

of both are captured."

"I was told of a hybrid between the Hawkbill and the

Loggerhead, on which the shell was good often, but not

always, and the head resembled that of the Loggerhead.

I asked the fishermen why the shell was not always good

and was informed that when the ©ffspring "took after the

mother " (always supposed to be the Loggerhead) the shell

was poor but that when they " took after the father," the

Hawkbill, the shell could be used."

III. INAGUA.

Anolis leucoph^us sp. n.

Head moderate, one and three-fourths times as long as

broad, longer than the tibia; frontal ridges low; forehead

concave ; rostral canthus medium. Upper head scales

smooth, moderately large ; those of the supraorbital series

larger, the length of the anterior equals half their distance

from the end of the snout, in contact on the mesial line

;

eight or nine enlarged, faintly keeled supraoculars, sepa-

rated from the supraorbitals by a single series of small

scales ; occipital nearly as large as the ear opening, sepa-
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rated from the supraorbitals by two to three series of

scales ; canthal scales two ; loreal rows five ; six or seven

labials to below the centre of the eye. Ear opening mod-

erate. Gular appendage rather small. Dorsal scales

and those of flanks granular, smooth or but faintly keeled

;

ventrals larger, smooth. Adpressed the hind limb reaches

the eye ; digital expansion moderate. No dorso-nuchal

crest. Tail compressed, more than one and one-half times

as long as head and body, crest low, scales keeled, lower

larger.

Grey, irregularly freckled on the upper surfaces with

small spots, lines and dots of black ; lower sides of legs

spotted with brown ; labials with a series of spots of brown ;

chin with two pairs of series of small spots, diverging

toward the throat ; a dark band from snout to eye ; eye-

lids with radiating streaks of brown ; tail with broad bands

of brown separated by narrow spaces of light color.

LiocEPHALUs scHREiBERSii Gray; Oope,

Professor Maynard says this lizard does not curl its tail

over its back when running but carries it straight, difler-

ing in this habit from L. carinatus.

Ameiva maynardii sp. n.

Nostril in the posterior part of the anterior nasal ; inter-

nasal large, octagonal, separated from the rostral
; prefron-

tals longer than broad, forming a long median suture

;

frontal broad and blunt-angled anteriorly, about one and

one-third times as long as broad
;
postfrontals in contact

with the hinder two of the supraoculars
;
parietals five,

subequal, or interparietal rather larger and its sides nearly

parallel ; occipitals in two transverse series of five, or more,

short plates each ; supraoculars four, second largest ; su-

praciliaries seven ; anterior loreal small, second very large ;
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labials six to seven, five to below the centre of the eye,

third longest ; lower labials five, third and fourth longest

;

mental moderate ; a single anterior submental followed by

five pairs, the first two or three of which are in contact

with the lower labials. Gular fold with five or six trans-

verse series of enlarged granules. Dorsal scales small,

hexagonal, uniform ; laterals smaller ; ventrals in ten series,

outer half as wide as the second, about thirty-five in a

row from chest to preanals. A pair of large preanals ; in

front of them a single one, and in front of it another, or a

pair of smaller ones. A series of six or seven moderate

brachials ; six or seven broad antebrachials, in a single row.

Femoral pores twenty-four. Upper caudals keeled, low-

er smooth.

Back black, with a yellow line of five or six scales in

width from the supraciliaries on each side of the black

vertebral band of aljout ten scales, and another line of yel-

low on each flank at the edges of the ventrals, starting

from the ear. Head, lower surfaces, limbs and tail oliva-

ceous ; head and throat tinted with yellow.

IV. RUM KEY.

SPHiEBODACTYLUS CORTICOLUS sp. n.

Snout moderate, pointed, as long as the distance be-

tween the eye and the ear, about one and one-fourth times

the length of the orbit. Ear opening very small, oval,

vertical. Kostral large, longitudinally cleft above. La-

bials four ; lower labials four, anterior nearly as long as

the two above it ; posterior of each series very small. Men-
tal large, truncate posteriorly and in contact with two
moderate sized scales behind which are smaller ones, de-

creasing in size to the granules of the throat. Two larger

internasals and a median small one. Head covered with
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small, keeled granules, larger on the snout. Dorsal scales

small, keeled ; those on the flanks larger ; those on the

belly twice as large as the vertebrals, smooth. A small

spine-bearing scale above the middle of the eye. Tail

round, covered with large smooth scales, with a median

series of larger ones below.

Brownish with faint small spots of darker which show

tendency to form longitudinal lines on head, flanks, and

base of tail. Lips mottled with brown and lighter color.

Two streaks on each side of the base of the tail. Lower

surfaces lighter, puncticulate with brown on the free edges

of the scales.

This species bears much resemblance to S. notaius in

shape and coloration ; the dorsal scales, however, are only

about half as large as in that species. The keels are

sharper, the snout broader, and the colors darker than in

8. argivus,

SPHiERODACTYLUS DECORATUS Sp. n.

Head short ; snout blunt pointed, as long as the distance

between the eye and the ear opening, equal to length of

orbit. Ear opening oval, vertical, as large as the digital

expansion. Rostral moderately large, with a median cleft

above, between the nostrils in contact with a series of four

internasals. Submental scales comparatively large. Head

covered with small granules, convex or slightly keeled,

larger on the snout. Dorsal scales minute ; laterals lar-

ger ; ventrals largest, flat. Caudal scales larger than dor-

sals, smooth, lower largest.

Brown, with a white band across the parietals ; a second

white band behind the occiput encircles the neck and is

separated from a third, in front of the shoulder, by a black

band across the neck in which a small white spot appears

at each side of the vertebras. Five white bands cross the
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body between arms and hips. Tail with six (or more)

black rings separated by white ones of equal width. Low-

er surfaces light.

LiocEPHALUS LOXOGRAMMUS C7oj?e, 1887.

Hyla septentrionalis Tsch.; Blgr,

V. ANDKOS ISLAND.

Sph^rodactylus asper sp. n.

Snout pointed, longer than the distance between the eye

and the ear, one and one-half times the diameter of the

orbit. Ear opening small, as large as the digital expan-

sions, oval, inclining backward from a vertical. Eostral

large, with median cleft above. In contact between the

nostrils with two moderate-sized and a smaller median

plate. Nostril pierced between rostral, first labial and

three scales. Five upper and five lower labials ; anterior

lower nearly as long as first two of the upper. Upper
eyelid with a small spine-like scale. Head covered with

keeled granular scales, those on snout very little larger.

Dorsals twice as large as ventrals, strongly keeled, in six-

teen to eighteen rows, with a vertebral zone of granules
;

ventrals moderate, imbricate, smooth. Guiar scales gran-

ular, little larger toward the pair of larger submentals

immediately behind the mental. Caudal scales irregular,

spine-like, imbricate, lower series smooth, median lower

broad.

Brown ; scales minutely puncticulate ; belly lighter, free

margins of scales dark ; head yellowish without spots or

streaks.

Closely allied to the species I have elsewhere described

from Hayti under the name 8. picturatus, on which the

scales on head and tail are less like spines, and which is

handsomely marked by lines, bands and spots.


